
Subject: SCIENCE        CLASS 2                    Cycle: A 

WORKING SCIENTIFICALLY SKILLS TO RUN THROUGHOUT THE YEAR : 
 asking simple questions and recognising that they can be answered in different ways 

 observing closely, using simple equipment 

 performing simple tests 

 identifying and classifying 

 using their observations and ideas to suggest answers to questions 
 gathering and recording data to help in answering questions 

 PRIOR LEARNING NATIONAL CURRICULUM OBJECTIVES 
 

KEY VOCABULARY 

RUNNING 
THROUGHOUT 
THE YEAR 

 Y1 SEASONAL CHANGES 
 observe changes across the 4 seasons 

 observe and describe weather associated with the 
seasons and how day length varies. 

Y1 
Weather (sunny, rainy, windy, snowy 
etc.) , Seasons (winter, summer, spring, 
autumn), Sun, sunrise, sunset, Day length 

AUTUMN 1 & 
AUTUMN 2 

 Y1 EVERYDAY MATERIALS 
 distinguish between an object and the material from 

which it is made 

 identify and name a variety of everyday materials, 
including wood, plastic, glass, metal, water, and rock 

 describe the simple physical properties of a variety of 
everyday materials 

 compare and group together a variety of everyday 
materials on the basis of their simple physical properties 

Y1 
Object, material, wood, plastic, glass, 
metal, water, rock, brick, paper, fabric, 
elastic, foil, card/cardboard, rubber, 
wool, clay, hard, soft, stretchy, stiff, 
bendy, floppy, waterproof, absorbent, 
breaks/tears, rough, smooth, shiny, dull, 
see through, not see through 

 

SPRING 1 & 
SPRING 2 

Y1 PLANTS 
 identify and name a variety of common wild and 

garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen 
trees  

 identify and describe the basic structure of a variety 
of common flowering plants, including trees 

Y2 PLANTS 
 observe and describe how seeds and bulbs grow into 

mature plants 

 find out and describe how plants need water, light and a 
suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy. 

Y2 
As for year 1 plus - light, shade, sun, 
warm, cool, water, grow, healthy 
 

Y1 
Leaf, flower, blossom, petal, fruit, berry, 
root, seed, trunk, branch, stem, bark, 
stalk, bud 
Names of trees in the local area 
Names of garden and wild flowering 
plants in the local area 

SUMMER 1 & 
SUMMER 2 

Y1 PLANTS 
 identify and name a variety of common wild and 

garden plants, including deciduous and evergreen 
trees  

 identify and describe the basic structure of a variety 
of common flowering plants, including trees 
 

Y2 LIVING THINGS AND THEIR HABITATS 
 explore and compare the differences between things 

that are living, dead, and things that have never been 
alive 

 identify that most living things live in habitats to which 
they are suited and describe how different habitats 

 Y2 
Living, dead, never been alive, suited, suitable, 
basic needs, food, food chain, shelter, move, 
feed, names of local habitats e.g. pond, 
woodland etc., names of micro-habitats e.g. 
under logs, in bushes etc. 
 
 



Y1 ANIMALS INCLUDING HUMANS 
 identify and name a variety of common animals 

including fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds and 
mammals  

 identify and name a variety of common animals that 
are carnivores, herbivores and omnivores  

 describe and compare the structure of a variety of 
common animals (fish, amphibians, reptiles, birds 
and mammals, including pets)  
 

Y1 SEASONAL CHANGE 
 observe changes across the four seasons  

 

provide for the basic needs of different kinds of animals 
and plants, and how they depend on each other 

 identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their 
habitats, including microhabitats 

 describe how animals obtain their food from plants and 
other animals, using the idea of a simple food chain, and 
identify and name different sources of food. 

Y1 (plants) 
Leaf, flower, blossom, petal, fruit, berry, 
root, seed, trunk, branch, stem, bark, 
stalk, bud 
Names of trees in the local area 
Names of garden and wild flowering 
plants in the local area 

 

Y1 (animals including humans) 
Head, body, eyes, ears, mouth, teeth, leg, 
tail, wing, claw, fin, scales, feathers, fur, 
beak, paws, hooves 
Names of animals experienced first-hand 
from each vertebrate group 
N.B. The children need to be able to 
name and identify a range of animals in 
each group e.g. name specific birds and 
fish. They do not need to use the terms 
mammal, reptiles etc. or know the key 
characteristics of each, although they will 
probably be able to identify birds and 
fish, based on their characteristics. 
The children also do not need to use the 
words carnivore, herbivore and 
omnivore. If they do, ensure that they 
understand that carnivores eat other 
animals not just meat. 

 


